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Hinesburg, Vermont –Celebrating 250 years (1762-2012) 

The Royal Governor of New Hampshire, Benning Wentworth, granted and signed the charter for 
Hinesburg on June 24, 1762. Most of the original sixty-four proprietors of Hinesburg lived in Litchfield 
County, CT. They named the town after Abel Hine who was one of these original landowners.  Out of all 
of the original proprietors, Andrew Burritt, was the only one who actually moved to Hinesburg. 

Mills were a significant part of our town’s history.  From the earliest days, settlers built mills on Patrick 
Brook, which flows from the outlet of Lake Iroquois. After a drought in 1867, a dam was built downstream, 
creating a reservoir (Sunset Lake).  From the dam on the reservoir, to about one mile downstream, there 
is a drop of nearly 300 feet.  This area of town was known by several names over the years, including 
Factory Village, Murray & Patrick Corners, Upper Village, and Mechanicsville.  More mills were built on 
Baldwin’s Brook (Beecher Falls Rd) and Lewis Creek.  Because of the success of the mills, Hinesburg’s 
population quickly grew; according to the U.S. Census, in 1790 & 1800, the population was greater than 
that of Burlington.  For over 100 years, mills were built, bought & sold, burned down & rebuilt, retooled & 
relocated.  Today we think of Hinesburg as an agricultural town, but for over 100 years, industry drove the 
growth and success of Hinesburg. 

The Hinesburg Historical Society and other town organizations & businesses are planning celebrations 
and events throughout the year.  The Historical Society is republishing Hinesburg, Vermont from 1762, 
compiled by Leonard Carpenter.  Look for it to go on sale by Town Meeting Day.   A special anniversary 
themed postmark will be issued at the Post Office.  There are plans to mark the actual date (Sunday, 
June 24) with a short ceremony next to the Town Hall, and the 250th anniversary will be the theme for the 
4th of July parade.  Read the Hinesburg Record for more details. 

The Hinesburg Historical Society is open to everyone.  Meetings are the 4th Thursday of each month, 
7pm, downstairs at the Town Hall (Nov & Dec are combined to one meeting in early 
Dec). HinesburgHistoricalSociety.org     

 
(Mill sites located on 1869 Beers Map) 
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*All photos in this Town Report are courtesy of the Hinesburg Historical Society 
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